Four Police 
Suspended in 
Holdup Quiz 

f r . '' 

Hb^t, Tracy Announce 
Move Pending Full 
Probe; None Named 


Four Oakland police officers have 
been suspended because of suspi¬ 
cion they may h^ve had a part in 
the recent hsldup-robbery of two 
civilians, it was announced today by 
District Atty. Ralph E. Hoyt and 
P.olice Chief Robert P. Tracy in a 
joint statement today. 

The district attorney and newly- 
appointed police chief met this 
morning in Hoyt't office and then 
issued the statement. They said: 

“The investigation of the police 
officer holdup of two citizens is 
proceeding. Each day additional in¬ 
formation pointing to the ultimate 
clearing up of this matter is being 
developed. 

RELIEVED OFF DUTY 

“At tne present time there are 
four officers who are under investi¬ 
gation. These four officers have 
been relieved from active duty 
pending the conclusion of the in¬ 
vestigation. 

“The details indicating the iden¬ 
tity of the men responsible cannot 
be released at this time because the 
release of such information would 
interfere with the successful prose- 
I uUq^ conviction 
parties.” 

Hoyt made his statement without 
announcing when the Alameda 
County Grand Jury will resume 
hearings on the robberies and on 
the general crime wave that has 
engulfed the city. 

The jury recessed after hearing 
part of the testimony of the two vic¬ 
tims of the alleged robberies. It 
also is scheduled to hear more testi¬ 
mony from Robert W. Calcott, 26, 
Berkeley shipyard ^worker, who 
plaimed hf*"" biY 

CLAIMS POLICE BEATING 

Calcott made his, charges to'Hoyt 
after he was cited for speeding last 
Friday night and refused to sign the 
citation. He claimed that he was 
taken to the police station, slugged 
and held incommunicado until Sat¬ 
urday evening. 

However, he appeared in pohce 
court today before Municipal Judge 
Manley Clark of Livermore, sitting! 
for Judge Joseph A. Kennedy, and 
pleaded guilty to charges of speed¬ 
ing and cutting-in. He was ordered 
to pay a $15 fine on the speeding 
charge and judgment on the other 
offense wss suspended. 

There was no mention of charges 
of resisting arrest and refusal to 
isign the citation. 

HOYT’S STATEMENT 










HOYT’S STATEMENT 

Hoyt, who was supposed to haVe 
a conference on the police-robbery 
case with Tracy, said that it had 
not been held because of Tracy’s 
’’other business yesterday.” In his 
statement today he said: 

“I have complete confidence in 
the integrity and ability of Chief 
Robert Tracy. He has been untiring 
in his efforts to ascertain the guilty 
parties in the recent holdup of two 
citizens by two Oakland police of¬ 
ficers, and I have nothing but praise 
for his work in connection with that 
case.” 

Earlier^ Hoyt had declared that 
the case was “bungled” by certain 
officers on the 6akland police de¬ 
partment. 






TWO OAKLAND OFFICERS FINED FOR 
VIOLATION OF RULES 


Two Oil-lnrirl 

on the" reco mm^datio n of 

Chief of Police" KoWTTrartr^^y 
as a result of an instance in which 
one allegedly was absent from duty 
and the other “covered up” for him. 

Patrolman F. A. McNally was 
fined $40 in the action and Patrol¬ 
man H. O. Ff^her was fined $20. 

The recommendation of Chiel 
Tracy was approved by City Man¬ 
ager Charles R. Schwanenberg. 

Officials related that the two of- 
I ficers were scheduled to work to¬ 
gether in a radio car on July 9. be¬ 
ginning duty at 3 p.m. At 8 p.m.. 
however, according to the report, 
1 McNally was seen in civilian clothes 


at 43rd Street and Telegraph Ave 
nue. He assertedly had been drink- 
ing. 

Fisher, the report said, patrolled 
their beat alone and, in checking in,| 
reported for both himself and Mc¬ 
Nally. . i 

McNally was fined for leaving! 
his beat, while Fisher drew hisi 
penalty for failing to advise supe¬ 
rior officers that his brother offi¬ 
cer was not on duty. i 

Chief Tracy declared today that 
in the future, when men must be , 
disciplined for violation of minor! 
rules, fines will be imposed instead 
of suspensions, thus averting the I 
loss of a man from duty. 








Tracy Brands Officers 'Disg^lf ^ 

In Girl Attack Case; Not Guilty ' 

O' JUN % O^fendont. 

Chief - of Police Robert today issued a — 

mental crackdown order branding two Oaklami policeTof- 
ficers accused of attacking a 16-year-old' girr a ‘^Isgrace^ 
to the force as the pair appeared in court and pleaded not 
guilty to the charges. Tracy scored the accused officers,! 
Robert George Bell, 27, of 2467 69th Avenue and Edward E. 
Bauer, 31, of 2912 Rawson Street, in a stinging rebuke^ onh®. 

ing “drastic action against any } — * —^—— - ' 

member of -he department 
who conducts himself in a 
manner unbecoming an offi¬ 
cer or a gentleman/^ 

''Willfirl misconduct will not be 
tolerated and any such acts will be 
severely dealt with,” Tracy said 
The /complaint against Bell and 
Bauer was signed late yesterday by 
the mother of the girl. The girl told 

■ ■ ■ ^ 
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police the two officers forced her 
to submit to them after finding her 
parked at Lookout Point in Sequoia 
Park with her boy friend Saturday 
night. 

Chief Tracy’s statement, read at 
every police lineup yesterday and 
this morning, scored the “two un«| 
fortunate incidents ” Uiis case and 
that of Officer Walter Crawford, 47,^ 
held for investigation in the death" 
of his wife, as being “without the 
slightest justification or defense.” 
CRACKS DOWN 


The suspended officers were 
brought from jail into Police Judge 
Edward J. Smith’s court this morn¬ 
ing for a hearing that was brief 
and without incident. 

Bell, who police say admitted his 
guilt in advances to the girl, and 
Bauer, who has steadfistly denied 
the attack, were silent as their pleas 
were entered by Attorney Frank 

counts of statutory rape carrying 
possible penalty of from one to 50 
years imprisonment on each county 
ASKS BAIL CUT 


Creely’s request for a reduction 
in bail of $10,000 each will be ar¬ 
gued next Monday morning, when 
date for their preliminary hearing 
also will be set. In court for the 
hearing were Lieut, of Inspectors 
Leo E. Wells and Investigating In¬ 
spectors William E. Perry and Emil 
Hamm. 

At Eastern Station, where the 
two officers were stationed, Capt. 
Fred Barbeau, burly veteran of 25 
years with the Police Department, j 
reiterated Tracy’s stand in a stem' 
statement of his own. 

“These men have disgraced the 
department and put a stigma on 
every one of us,” he said. “The 
only way we can remove it is to 
convince the public: through cour¬ 
tesy, service and protection, that.; 
they are not typical of Oakland 
police.” 

When an officer from the ranks 
asked the guilt of one of the ac¬ 
cused men. Barbeau replied, “you 
should read the statements.” 


ATTACK BARED 













years imprisonment on each count. 
ASKS BAIL CUT I 

Creely’s request for a reduction! 
in bail of $10,000 each will be ar¬ 
gued next Monday morning, when 
date for their preliminary hearing 
also will be set. In court for the 
hearing were Lieut, of Inspectors 
Leo E. Wells and Investigating In¬ 
spectors William E. Perry and Emil 
Hamm. ' 

At Eastern Station, where the 
two officers were stationed, Capt. 
Fred Barbeau, burly veteran of 25 
years with the Police Department, 
reiterated Tracy’s stand in a stem 
statement .of his own. | 

“These men have disgraced the 
department and put a stigma on 
every one of us,” he said. “The 
only way we can remove it is to 
convince the public through cour¬ 
tesy, service and protection that 
they are not typical of Oakland 
police.” 

When an officer from the ranks 
asked the guilt of one of the ac¬ 
cused men, Barbeau replied, “you 
should read the ^atements.” 
ATTACK BARED 
The girl’s statement to police re- ' 
vealed that Bell took her into the; 
police car and threatened to send ^ 
her to a detention home for 18 
months and ruin her reputation un¬ 
less she submitted to his advances 
and those of his partner. 

Each officer In turn stayed with 
her boy friend in his car, accord¬ 
ing to her statement, while the at¬ 
tacks took place a short distance 
iway. 

It was the boy who went to Chief ! 
Tracy with the story after he be-i 
came worried when the girl told I 
him what happened. j 

The officers were identified in | 
police lineup by both the boy and ' 
girl and Gerald Gray, 45, Sequoia 
Pank ranger, who said he saw both 
officers talking to the girl and her 
companion when he drove by Sat¬ 
urday night 

Both Bell and Bauer, who had 
probationary police status, have 
been suspended without appeal. 







Mkondud Won't Be Tolerated, 
Says Tracy in Qeneral Order 

Chief of Police Robert P. Tracy j low officers to “go bad.” 
today emphasized that “wilful inis- “Let’s get rid of them,” he ur^ g 
•-^cQiuiuct will not be tolerated” in a know I will back you to^® 

K..,.! order .. .1 Cktad 0.110.:“ TSS”J.”VrS/‘!f’Wo" ? 
Officers following tne arrest of two any doubt what that means m 
of them for criminally attacking a sider that those men are in jail, li 
16-yea^old i cannot tolerate such incidents A 

At Eastern Station, where the occurred last Saturday night ” - 

pair. Patrolmen Robert G. Bell and; - - —- 

Edward E. Bauer were assigned. 

Captain Fred Barbeau follow^ 
reading of Tracy's letter with a 
statement of his own. 

Tracy’s statement follows: 

“To the members of the police de¬ 
partment: 

“Two unfortunate incidents be¬ 
yond my control have brought dis¬ 
grace upon the entire membership 
of the police department In neither 
incident is there the slightest justi¬ 
fication for or defense to the acts. 

MUST REBUILD TRUST 

“It is necessary that every mem¬ 
ber of the department shall do all 
in his power to rebuild and main¬ 
tain the confidence and trust the 
public is entitled to have in our 
department, and it is your attitude 
and the manner in which you 
handle the people with whom you 
come in contact that wUl have the 
greatest effect in rebuilding this 
confidence and trust; and, it will be 
the responsibility of every com- 
inandi^ officer to maintain a rigid 
discipline and recommend drastic 
action against any member of the 


in a manner unbecoming' an nffirpr 
or a gentleman. 

“During the past few years we 
have gone through many trying 
periods, and have come through 
maintaining our own self-respect 
and confidence of the public, but 
deliberate acts of misconduct can 
destroy this confidence overnight. 
Willful misconduct will not be tol¬ 
erated and any such acts will be 
dealt with. 

“With few exceptions, our depart¬ 
ment is composed of honest, cour¬ 
teous, upright men and I am confi¬ 
dent that you will do all in your 
power to rid our department of 
those who may bring discredit upon 
you.” ' 

BARBEAU'S statement i 

Captain Barbeau’s statement: 

“These men have disgraced the' 
department and put a stigma on 
.every one of us,” he declared. “The 
pnly way we can remove it is to’ 
convince the public through cour- 
|tesy, service and portection that 
they are not typical of Oakland po¬ 
lice.” 

He urged the men to report any 
tendencies they may discover in fel- 
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Policemen 

Suspended 

ilgo JAN 1 61953 

OrfiGcrs Face Probes 


Over Burglary, 


Brawl at Tavern 

Four tPakland^ police officers 
were unde^^o^^nsion today-— 
two for investigation of a bur¬ 
glary and two for investigation 
of the use of “excessive force” in 
breaking up a New Year’s Eve 
tavern brawl. 


Police Chief Lester J. Divine, 
who ordered the suspension of all 
four, said further action will 
await complete investigations of 
both cases. 

Suspended after their reactions 
to a lie detector test in the bur¬ 
glary investigation proved “very 
unfavorable,” were two police 
technicians, Patrolmen John W. 
Marenger, 33, of 20907 Western 
Boulevard, Hayward, and Rex E. 
Smith, 31, of 211 72nd Avenue, 
Oakland. 


CRIME DOCTORS 


Members of a handful of se¬ 
lected men, Marenger and Smith 
I were specially-trained “crime 
doctors” whose duties are to con¬ 
duct a preliminary investigation 
and preserve physical evidence 
I at the scene of a crime. 



John Ihnot, 29, of 405 Warden 
Avenue, San Leandro, and Rich¬ 
ard L. Petersen, of 16734 Liberty 
Street, San Leandro. 

In connection with the brawl, 
which occurred in a tavern on 
Park Boulevard near East 18th 
Street early on January 1, Divine 
said: “I am investigating this 
whole affair. I am not too satis¬ 
fied that the whole thing was 
not mishandled from the start.” 

According to the original , re¬ 
port made on the incident, Ihnot, 
off-duty and in civilian clothes, 
stopped at the tavern and found 
Lyle Anderson, 38, of 424 South 
15th Street, Richmond, involved 
in a fight. 

REPORTS ATTACK 




REPORTS ATTACK 

Ihnot said Anderson attacked 
him when he attempted to inter¬ 
vene and that he and Anderson 
finally wound up brawling in the 
street with a crowd of some 100 
persons looking on. 

When Anderson knocked him 
to the ground, Ihnot reported, 
Petersen, also in civilian clothes 
and supposedly off-duty, came 
to his aid. 

Divine said today that actually 
Petersen had been assigned to 
guard a broken window in a 
candy store at 14th and Broad¬ 
way, but that he had left his post 
early without relief. 

Both Ihnot and Anderson were 
hospitalized for/injuries received 
in the fight, and Anderson was 
arrested for injl^estigation of re¬ 
sisting an officer, drunk and bat¬ 
tery. The drunk charge later w4s 
dropped, and formal complaints 
never were f led on the other 
charge! 

DivinJ said loth Anderson and 
his wife Jiad * omplained of use 
of “excesi 
cers, and 



ye |orce” by the offi- 
declared: “There 
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:&Bpe^^n 

RoughinoCase 

Two Oakla nd patrolmen 

were suspenaed from the 
force today for using “exces¬ 
sive force” in arresting a 
drunk last New Year's Eve. 

Officer Robert E. Thistleth- 
waite, 35, of 27723 Havana 
Ave., Hayward, a memDer ot 
the police department sincft 
January, 1952, rf ei^ed a ^ 
day suspension by Chief Ea^ 
ward M. Toothman. Thistleth- 
waite had received a 10-day 
suspension on similar charges 

in 1954. _ -_. 

The second officer, Robert 
McConnell, 34, of 27842 Ha- 
vana Ave., Hayward, who was 
appointed to the department 
in July of 1953, was suspended 
for five days. It was his first 
disciplinary action. 

Chief Toothman said the 
two officers arrested John B. 
Enitez, 31, of 1803 33rd Ave. 
at 16th and Jefferson Streets. 

After Enitez had been 
placed in a holding cell 
first floor of the city hall,iacf 
cording to Toothman, the of¬ 
ficers knocked ^ down a nd] 

The next day Emtez war 
taken to Highland Hospital 
where he was treated for eye 
and neck injuries. 

On Jan. 3, Enitez appeared 
before Municipal Judge 
Homer W. Buckley and plead¬ 
ed guilty to the drunk charge 
but he was freed. 

He later brought charges 
against the arresting officers 
and an investigation was con¬ 
ducted by Inspector Dommic 
DiFraia. The inspector s fmu- 
Ines were turned over to the 


chief who imposed the sust 
pensions today. 

Thistlethwaite, al9ng with 
Patrolman Daniel ConneU^ 
was sued for $110,000 m 19^ 
b'’ a Hayward aircraft mC>: 
chanic who charged he had 
been assaulted and subjected 
to false arrest. . 

A Superior Court jury to- 
missed the assault charge but 
found the mechanic had been 
falsely arrested andviwarded 
him $5,000. 4 
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lade and lookOT Wt 
dow to see the\(^icers 

The SSrcar'^nuSr.and 

called police. 

arrested the pair without mci 

*^VarreU, 26, joined the force 
in January. 1965. He is un^ 
ried. Williams, 28 , join^ Ihe 
Wtment in October, 1965. 

Gain said they were 
charged under a section of the 
Pen^ Code prohibitmg assault 
S fSeams on an lnh«^ 
dwelling or occupied building, 

a felony offense. 

Cant Gerald Lewis of ^e 

Patrol' Division is “"ductog 

the investigation, with Assi. 
Dist. Atty. Richard Haugner^ 
The shooting followed by 
less than 30 hours Huey New¬ 
ton’s conviction for voluntaij 

manslaughter in me slayuig of 

Police Officer John Frey m a 
gun battle Oct. 28. 

The same jury found the 


RICHARD V. WILIIAMS 

Suspect in shooting 

Black Panther 

iTuiocent of assault with a 
deadly weapon on anothei p 

Sceman, Herbert Heanes. who 

was wounded in the shootout. 


ROBERT FARRELL 

Officer suspended 

Tw apparently fte prnne 
target of the shootmg, 
riddled with bullets. 


was 



2 Ex-Cops 
Enter pfeas 


in Shooing 

Tvvo former 
officers entere 

cent today to felony charges 
of shooting up the Black Pan- 
t h e r headquarters at 4421 
Grove St. 

Richard V. WiUiams, 28, 
and Robert W. Farrell, 26, are 
accused of assaulting an in¬ 
habited dwelling or occupied 
building with firearms. 

They appeared briefly today 
before Municipal Court Judge 
Martin N. Pulich, who .set 2 
p.m., Nov. 18, for preliminary 
hearing. 

The two men remain free of 
$3,000 bail each. 

Williams and Farrell were 
arrested while on duty Sept. 
10 after a number of shots 
were fired into the empty 
Panther headquarters in the 
early morning hours. The two 
officers were dismissed later 
in the day by City Manager 
Jerome Keithley. 
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4 Cops Fired in 
Beatina Incident 


SEP21t977 f=c 


Four Oakland police officers 
who allegedly beat up a suspect 
— and reportedly lied about the 
incident to their superiors — 
were fired from the force this 
morning. 

Chief George Hart called it 
the largest single firing in the 
department in recent years. He 
identified the officers as Ted 
Gully, Jack Landeros, Melvin 
Ferreira, and Stanley Lowe. 

He charged that the four men 
used unnecessary force in subdu¬ 
ing a man wanted for failing to 
pay a number of traffic war¬ 
rants. He said the officers failed 
to report the incident to the de¬ 
partment, and then tried to lie 
about it to internal investiga¬ 
tors. 

City Manager Cecil Riley offi- 


daily fired the four officers this block of Orange Street, where 


morning on the recommendation 
of Chief Hart. 

The suspect himself, who was 
so badly beaten that he had to 
go into the hospital, never com¬ 
plained about the incident to po¬ 
lice, but a number of independ¬ 
ent witnesses did, Hart said. 

Two of the officers. Gully, 30, 
and Landeros, 29, made a rou¬ 
tine stop of a suspicious car in 
the early morning hours of July 
18, Hart said. They found out 
that the driver, Stanley Hendrix, 
whose age and address could not 
be immediately learned, was 
wanted for failing to pay some 
traffic warrants. Hart said. 

But Hendrix sped off, leading 
Gully and Landeros on a two- 
mile chase that ended in the 400 


Hendrix got from his car and 
ran into the parking lot of a 
nearby apartment house com¬ 
plex, Hart said. 

By this time the two officers 
had been joined by Ferreira, 32, 
and they beat and kicked Hen- 1 
drix to the ground and hand-1 
cuffed him, Hart said. Witnesses 
said they saw one of the officers 
slugging Hendrix with his flash¬ 
light, according to Hart. 

The fourth officer, Lowe, 25, 
soon arrived and, while Hendrix 
was still lying handcuffed on the 
ground, Lowe kicked him on the 
head. Hart said. 

Hart said it is often necessary 
for police officers to use force in 
subduing suspects, but in this 
case, once the chase had ended. 


^He’i(|B 2 ^ was offering no resist- 
Van( JP" and in any case it was 
fouiMofficers against a single 
mail" 

Tsaid department regula- 
f require officers who see 
; fellows use unnecessary 
(to report the incidents to 
I superiors, but none of the 
officers did so. 

It residents of the apart- 
meip complex who saw it hap¬ 
pen pid complain, Hart said. The 


four officers at first attempted 
to deny that the incident had 
occurred as alleged, but later 
they admitted it. Hart said. 

The use of unnecessary force 
in any situation leads the public 
to believe that all police officers 
are brutal. Hart said. “This is 
just not true,” he went on. 

Gully joined the department 
in January, 1975, Landeros in 
June, 1971, Ferreira in March, 
1975, Lowe in December, 1973. 





3 Oakland cops fired 
W.ed of beating 


By Harry Harris 

The Tribune 

Thre^^akland polic^fficers 
were fireS" yesliirday Tor their 
alleged roles in the abduction 
and beating of a man they be¬ 
lieved was a drug dealer who 
made death threats against one 
of them. 

The firings immediately were 
questioned by residents of neigh¬ 
borhoods terrorized by drug 
dealers. They said the officers — 
who all have reputations for 
being tough on drug dealers in 
the East Oakland neighborhoods 
they patrol — shouldnT'bave 
been so severely disciplined. 


1987 

^ Police Chief George T. Hart 
identified officers as Tommy 
Gilbert, 34, Joel Jones, 31, and 
Tim Overall, 32. Gilbert has 
been a police officer for more 
than five years while the other 
two have been with the force 
more than four years. 

Hart said the officers deny in¬ 
volvement, but the “victim’' 
passed a polygraph examination 
on the allegations he made. 

Hart said he regretted having 
to fire the officers in light of 
their drug-enforcement efforts. 
The officers “have performed a 
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difficult task in a commendable 
manner,” he said. 

But he said: “Police officers 
must be held and are held to a 
very high standard of conduct, 
and the evidence makes it clear 
to me they have violated that 
standard. Regardless of the mo¬ 
tive, no police officer can violate 
the public trust.” 

The officers and their attor¬ 
ney, Lincoln Mintz, could not be 
reached by The Tribune yester¬ 
day for comment. Mintz was 
quoted by a local wire service as 
saying the officers “deny the al¬ 
legations unequivocally.” The 
officers reportedly plan to ap¬ 
peal their fi rings^ . ^ 

TTarT said'Uie incident oc- 
curred last July after Gilbert 
and another officer, Mark Hicks, 
learned from street informants 
that contracts had been put out 
on their lives by drug dealers on 
their beats, particularly near the 
9700 block of Cherry Street. 

The contracts were put out be¬ 
cause of the many drug-related 
arrests in the area, the inform¬ 
ants told the officers, who re¬ 
ported the threats to their su¬ 
periors. 

On the evening of July 26, 
Jones and Overall, who are ex¬ 
tremely close to Gilbert and 
Hicks, confronted a man in East 
Oakland who they suspected had 


made some of the threats, ac¬ 
cording to Hart. The officers, 
who were on duty, forced the 
man into their car, Hart said. 

Hart said Jones and Overall 
drove the man to Dimond Park 
several miles away and beat him 
up as an apparent warning of 
what would happen if Gilbert 
and Hicks were harmed. 

Hart said the man*s injuries 
included facial lacerations and a 
broken nose. Within hours the 
man reported to police what had 
happened. Hart said, and an in¬ 
ternal affairs investigation was 
started. 

Hart said within a few days, 
Gilbert, while off-duty, went to 

him to withdraw the allegations. 

Hart said Hicks was a subject 
of the investigaton but was 
cleared of any wrongdoing. 

Jones and Overall, Hart said, 
were fired for violations of laws 
and departmental regulations as 
well as untruthfulness. 

Gilbert was fired, the chief 
said, for untruthfulness and for 
not reporting “violations of our 
rules. We think he had knowl¬ 
edge of the assault.” 

The Alameda County District 
Attorney’s Office said it does not 
plan to prosecute the officers for 
the alleged assault. 

Departmental sources told 
The Tribune the victim is a re¬ 


puted drug dealer and was a 
prime suspect in a police investi¬ 
gation into the alleged threats. 
No one has been charged, but the 
investigation is still open, 
sources said. 

City officials could not be 
reached for comment yesterday 
about the firings. 

But as word spread through 
the community, especially 
neighborhoods plagued by drug 
dealers, the chief’s office re¬ 
ceived numerous calls in support 
of the officers, an aide said. 

One couple, who live in a 
neighborhood frequented by 
drug dealers and who asked that 
their names not be used, said 
. they i^d mi^d emotions, about 
the firings. 

The husband said he thinks all 
drug dealers should be “set 
afire.” But both he and his wife 
said if the allegations are true, 
the officers acted improperly. 

Said the woman: “It’s not real¬ 
ly the way to do things. It makes 
the Police Department look 
bad.” 

But she added, the firings 
would make “a lot of drug deal¬ 
ers happy” and also could cause 
more problems for police. 

“A lot of younger drug dealers 
will really start harassing police 
officers now so they can say (the 
officers) did something to 
them.” 






Attorneys for 3 fired cops, alleged beating 


SAT APR 11 iQfl? 

By Harry Harria 

Th0 Tribune 


A war of words erupted yesterday at 
a newsLj^QDffirence called to support 
thre^^akl^d Ppolice officers fired for 
their allegSa roles in the bating of a 
man. 

The alleged victim ancTnis lawyer 


arrived unexpectedly and engaged in a 
dispute with the officers' attorney. 

Lincoln Mintz, who represents the 
three officers, told Mark Smith, the man 
who claims he was beaten last July, and 
his attorney, David Weintraub, to leave 
his office after they started answering 
reporters' questions and making accusa¬ 
tions. 

Mintz told Weintraub the officers did 
not assault Smith “in any way, shape or 
form" and that he was eagerly awaiting 


his chance to cross-examine Smith on 
the allegations. Until then, Mintz said, 
“We are not obligated to explain any¬ 
thing to your client." 

When Smith then started pointing 
out the officers he says attacked him, 
Mintz got out of his chair and told Smith 
and Weintraub: “You're trespassing, 
you're not welcome here. I'm asking you 
to leave." They complied. 

During the confrontation, the three 
officers. Tommy Gilbert, Joel Jones and 
Tim Overall, who were fired Wednes¬ 
day, sat stone-faced in their chairs. 

Jones and Overall are accused of 
beating Smith last July in Dimond Park 
Police said Jones and Overall believed 
Smith was a drug dealer responsible for 
putting out a contract on the lives of 
Gilbert and another officer. 


I 


I Gilbert was fired because police said 
Ee was aware of the attack and tried to 
pet Smith to retract his accusations 
wrhen he reported the incident to police. 

Mintz said his clients “unequivocally 
|eny" the allegations and have already 
lied a notice of appeal with the city's 
^ivil Service Commission. 

Weintraub said Smith is not a drug 
lealer and never threatened any police 
)fficers. He has filed a $100,000 claim 
Ipgainst the city on behalf of Smith, 
f Weintraub introduced himself and 
‘Smith to reporters after Mintz read a 
ingthy statement stating the officers 
ere the victims of a “skillfully con- 
ived plan of deception" contrived by 
e city’s “narcotics underworld." 

When the “truth comes out," Mintz 
id, police internal affairs investiga- 






I victim stage 

tors will be shown to have “made a 
grievous series of mistakes.*' 

A Police Department representative 
said later there is overwhelming evi¬ 
dence against the officers and the fir¬ 
ings will not be rescinded. 

Mintz said the officers have been 
“standouts for their effectiveness in the 
so-called war against drugs” which has 
angered drug dealers. 

Drug dealers, Mintz said, “contrived 
allegations of police brutality” against 
the officers to “remove the impediment 
they and others like them have created 
to highly profitable illicit activities.” 

Mintz also said there has been a 
“tremendous outpouring of support” for 
the officers from the community. 

Afterwards, Smith told reporters 


erbal battle 


ithat Jones and Overall had forced him 
na irip their police car last July and told 
Ihim they wanted to talk to him “about 
Ithe contract you put out on our broth- 

! ers.” He said he was driven to the park 
and, when he refused to get out of the 
car, was told “they’d shoot me right 
now” if he did not. 

He said he was hit repeatedly in the 
i face and had a car door slammed on his 
legs before being left in the park. 

Smith said he was still “kind of 
j^ared” and was hoping he would be able 
fto move from his East Oakland resi¬ 
dence soon. 

I But he said he hasn’t “really been 
mothered” by police or anyone else since 
|the incident, because “I don’t go outside 
too much.” 


■00 





FBI probing 
alleged beating 


w I 

ByHs'rfyJianS^ 

and Gene Ayrea < 

Th* TrttMiM 

Xbe FBI is Investigating three 
ex< OalJan(f > police office , fired 
for their roles in thealleged 
beating of a nnan they thought 
was a drug dealer, for possibly 
violating the man’s civil rights. 
The Tribune learned yesterday. 

The FBI confirmed yesterday 
that it is investigating to see if 
the officers’ alleged actions vio¬ 
lated the civil rights of Mark A. 


Smith. 

FBI spokesman John Holford 
said the bureau initiated the in¬ 
vestigation on its own after 
reading accounts of the incident 
in newspapers. 

Sources also told The Tribune 
that Oakland Police Department 
internal affairs records on the 
investigation that led to the offi¬ 
cers’ firing, as well as the offi¬ 
cers’ personnel records, have 
been subpoenaed for delivery to 
a federal grand jury. 

Holford said the Justice De¬ 
partment’s Civil Rights Division 
in Wasf»»"g*n« *- D-C.. Diohrn — 
terminations of whether viola¬ 
tions of the civil rights statute 
have occurred. 

“All we do is conduct the in¬ 
vestigation," Holford said. 

Targets of the FBI probe are 
Tommy Gilbert, Joel Jones and. 
Tim Overall, fired April 8 for 
their roles in the alleged beating 
incident last July. 

Jones and Overall allegedly 
abducted Smith, whom they sus¬ 
pected of being a drug dealer 
that had made death threats 
against Gilbert and another of¬ 
ficer. They supposedly took him 
to an East Oakland park where 
he was severely beaten as a 
warning. 

Gilbert allegedly knew of the 
beating and tried to get Smith to 
drop to complaint against the 
other officers. 

The three officers, who had a 
reputation for being tough on 
drug dealers, have repeatedly 
denied their involvement in the 
beating. They have said they 
were caught up in a plot by drug 
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^ere who wanted them off the 

Since their firings the officers 
nave gained much support 
throughout the city, especially in 
neighborhoods plagued by drug 
dealers. Tuesday night about 300 
r^idents jammed the City Coun- 
^ meeting to show their supDort 
for the three. 

Smith and his attorney, David 
Weintraub, have been just as ad¬ 
amant in their denials that 


Smith is a drug dealer or that he 
ever threatened anyone. 

Neither ^e officers nor their 
attoraey, Lincoln Mintz, could be 
yesterday for comment 
about the FBI investigation. 

Weintraub said he was not 
aware of the federal investiga- 
i^n untn contacted by The 
Tnbune. He was pleased to hear 

Of It. 

I m sure they will find viola- 
uons of my client’s civil rights if 
their investigation is a complete 
and fair one,” said Weintraub. 








chai^m with bui^la 


By Harry Harria 
Tfm THbum 


Tw^i^a klan^lpolice of ficers were 
chargeo'yeste'fa^ with infrglarizing 
two computer equipment firms while on 
.duty. 


Investigators said more charges 
may be filed against Officers Newman 
■Ng and Kailey Wong as a review of other 
’burglary reports progresses. They are 
checking other crime reports in which 
the two were either the responding offi¬ 
cers or crime-scene technicians. 


Ng, 31, may also face federal explo¬ 


sive charges as a result of the discovery 
of a hand grenade, blasting caps and 
powder in his home following his arrest 
Nov. 2. 

It is believed explosives were used to 
gain entry into the burglarized business¬ 
es, police said. 

Ng was charged in Oakland Munici¬ 
pal Court with four counts of burglary 
while Wong, 42, was charged with two 
counts of burglary and one count of pos¬ 
session of stolen property. 

The burglaries Ng is charged with 
occurred March 24 and May 9 at a Webs¬ 
ter Street computer firm and Sept. 7 and 


!pt. 18 at a West Grand Avenue com¬ 
pany. 

Wong is charged with the burglaries 

the West Grand business and with 
possessing equipment taken from one of 
•the Webster Street break-ins. 

, Ng pleaded not guilty to the charges 
[and was given a Feb. 16, 1988 prelimi- 
iiary examination date. He remains free 
on his own recognizance. 

Wong is scheduled to return to court 
Dec. 3 to enter a plea. He is free on 
$15,000 bail. 

Ng*s attorney, William R. Rapoport 
of San Mateo, said after the court ap- 






iries—probe continuing 

1 ♦!«« nffirer. technician ( 


nearance; “We believe when it’s all over 
we’ll find Mr. Ng is not involved in any 

of these charges.” „ 

Wong’s attorney, Jim Crew o* ^ay 
ward, said: “It’s too early to say any- 
thina” about the charges. 

“ Both officers are s 

evidence technicians 
been frequently praised by investiga 

‘^"■i’hey were arrested Nov. 2 after 

TomS ^Some oTSe s^'icted stolen 

“TcSL'lt pcuc N* wa, eitter 


the reporting officer, technician or both 
at all of the burglaries. Sgt- Dave Krauss 
I said police believe the alleged burgla 
nis Le confined to Oakland because 
^uart of the suspects’ method of opera- 
5on was to usi the fact they were on 

duty to explain their 

For them “to do so in other cities 

Would be too suspicious,’’ KraiBs smd. 

^ Krauss said neither officer has made 

a statement to investigators. , , 

, Both officers have been on atotais- 
trative leave since their arrests. Krauss 
isaid the two probably will be 
wat formal charges have been filed. 








2 Oakland policemen 
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WED NOV4 1987 

By Harry Harris * V 

Tw<^akland polic^oh'i'cers 
have oeSi/ clliesluil, accused of 
burglarizing a computer supply 
firm while on duty, police said 
yesterday. 

Both officers are evidence 
technicians. One of them, New¬ 
man Ng, 31, did the fingerprint¬ 
ing and other crime-scene work 
following two break-ins at the 
same firm in which explosives 
were used on windows to gain 
entry, police said. 

Ng and Officer Kailey Wong, 
42, were arrested Monday after 
search warrants were served at 
their homes. 

Ng, who lives in Castro Valley, 
was arrested at work. Wong was 
taken into custody at his Pleas- 


Kailey Wong 

Evidenci 


Ng 

Did crime-scene work 


ant Hill home. 

Police said they recovered 
equipment believed taken from 
the two burglaries, as well as 
other possibly stolen items. 
Some of the equipment had seri¬ 
al numbers removed, police 
said. 

At Ng’s home, investigators 
also found some blasting caps 
and a hand grenade, police said. 

Police would not say what 
items were taken in the burgla¬ 
ries but said they were worth 
several thousand dollars. 

Investigators said they be¬ 
lieve that Ng took part in both 
burglaries and that Wong took 
part in one. 

Wong was booked at North 
See ARER^^D, Page A-2 
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County Jail on four counts of 
possession of stolen property 
and two counts of possession of 
property with serial numbers re¬ 
moved. 

Ng was booked on two counts 
of possession of stolen property, 
one count of possession of prop¬ 
erty with serial numbers re¬ 
moved and one count of posses¬ 
sion of an explosive device. 

Formal charges are expected 
to be filed today. 

Wong was released on $15,000 
bail yesterday and Ng was re¬ 
leased on his own recognizance. 
Both have been placed on admin¬ 
istrative leave while the investi¬ 
gation continues. 

Neither officer could be 
reached for comment yesterday. 

The burglaries the officers are 
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suspected of committing oc¬ 
curred Sept. 6 and Sept. 18 dur¬ 
ing the evening shift, police said. 

Sgt. Dave Krauss said the in¬ 
vestigation, which involved 
members of the department’s 
Internal Affairs Unit and Crimi¬ 
nal Investigation Division, began 
following a complaint from the 
owner of the burglarized compa¬ 


police said. 

The investigation progressed 
to the point where search war- 
irants were issued and served 

been an officer since 
1979 and until his ar- 
frest had an uneventful career. 

I Wong’s career on the other 
■hand has been far from routine. 


fMonday. 

I Ng has 

.J TYii/'o m 1 


Wong was fired for throwing a 
cinder block into a stereo com¬ 
ponent and then lying about it. 

In December 1979, the Oak¬ 
land Civil Service Board ordered 
that Wong be reinstated without 
back pay after it was decided 
there was not enough evidence 
to support the allegation against 
him. 


ny. 

Krauss said the owner initial¬ 
ly contacted police to complain 
about Ng. He reportedly told in¬ 
ternal affairs investigators that 
a few days before the first bur¬ 
glary Ng was in the store and 
pointed out some pieces of 
equipment he said he could use. 

A few days later the first bur¬ 
glary occurred. Among the miss¬ 
ing items were some of the ones 
Ng had expressed an interest in. 


A Vietnam veteran with a 
bachelor’s degree in criminolo¬ 
gy, Wong joined the Oakland Po¬ 
lice Department in July 1975. 

In June 1978, he was fired for 
his part in an April Fools Day 
melee with members of the 
j Hells Angels motorcycle club at 
their East Oakland clubhouse. A 
total of nine officers were either 
fired or suspended for that inci- 
' dent. 


Wong was featured in an arti¬ 
cle in The Tribune in October 
1983 in which he is credited with 
providing author Tom Wolfe, a 
longtime friend of his, with the 
title for his best seller, ‘‘The 
Right Stuff,” a book about astro¬ 
nauts. 

— 













Judge upholds 
firiHrof 3 cops 

over beating 


By Harry Harris 

The Tribune 

An Alameda County Superior 
Court judgeJiagupheld the firing 
of three( ^klan^ police officers 
for beatingTipa suspected drug 
dealer they thought had threat¬ 
ened one of them.^Hm^ 

The ruling reverses a Civil 
Service Board decision that 
found lengthy suspensions were 
more appropriate punishment 
than the firing ordered by the 

But in a ruling made public 
Monday. Judge Demetrious 
Agretelis upheld the April 1987 
firing of officers Tommy Gil¬ 
bert. Joel Jones and Tim Over¬ 
all. 

In his decision, the judge said 
the firings were appropriate dis¬ 
cipline for what he termed an 
■'egregious act of police brutali¬ 
ty which they attempted to cov- 
er up ... by a conspiracy of un- 
truthfulness.' 

Michael Rains, attorney for 
Ihe officers, said yesterday he 


was ‘disturbed enough about the 
judge s ruling to want to app^P' 
but had not yet discussed it ■\yith 
his clients. 

Rains said he disagreed with 
Agretelis who he charged “has 
gone on his own and character¬ 
ized the board's findings as he 
sees fit." 

The announcement in 1987 of 
the officers' firings sparked sev¬ 
eral demonstrations in support 
of the o fficers by community 
who thoe ght t he 
ment was too severe. 

The officers had been Well 
known and respected inside apd 
out of the police department ?6r 
their tough enforcement efforts 
against drug dealers. 

The three were fired by Chief 
George Hart for what he said 
w'as a violation of laws and for 
lies involving a 1986 incident." 

The officers allegedly con¬ 
spired to abduct a man they sus¬ 
pected was behind threats, jn- 

See B-3 
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eluding contracts to kill one 
them, for their drug enforce¬ 
ment efforts. 

The man was taken to Dimond 
Park and severely beaten. In 
subsequent departmental inves¬ 
tigations, the officers denied any 
involvement or wrongdoing. 

The man later sued the city in 
federal court and won a settle¬ 
ment. 

The officers appealed their 
firing but a Civil Service Board 
hearing officer recommended 
the firings be upheld. 

Last December, however, the 
board rejected the recommenda- 
lion and decided a suspension 


1987 until the December hearing 
— was the appropriate punish¬ 
ment. 

Attorney Todd Boley, who rep¬ 
resented the city, said the city 
decided to appeal the board’s de¬ 
cision because the officers had 
been involved in “very injurious 
misconduct.” 

In his decision. Agretelis said 
the civil service board abused its 
discretion. 

The judge pointed out Hart's 
testimony ai the board's hearing 
that if what the officers did 
“doesn't deserve termination, 
whatever possibly could deserve 
termination/’” 





Officials confirm cop fired 

-IMAB-6 1M3 ^ - 

tor hooker case mterterence 


By Harry Harris 


AKT.AND ^ A pqlire n/ 'ficer has been fired for 


allegedly trying to get a prostitute to change her 
testimony against another officer convicted of sex¬ 
ually assaulting h^and five otljer women, officials 
confirmed Friday 

Sources said Officer Michael Fleming confronted 
the woman at least twice in 1992 while on duty 
^d in one of the meetin gs secretly tape-recorded 
the conversation aruf^ave it to the oTlrrer oHfeer^ 
attorney. 

Fleming was fired for violation of laws and regu¬ 
lations, compromising a criminal investigation 
and revealing confidential information, sources 
said. 

Neither Fleming, an officer since November 
1989, nor his attorney could be reached for com¬ 
ment Friday. 

Sources said Fleming allegedly took his unautho¬ 
rized action in an effort to help clear Tim Smith, 
with whom he had served in the Marine Corps 
before both Joined the Police Department. 

Sources said Fleming reportedly told investiga¬ 
tors he did meet with the woman and did so be¬ 
cause he thought Smith had been framed. 


Smith was sentenced to nine years in state pris¬ 
on last November after being convicted of sexually 
assaulting six women — four of whom were prosti¬ 
tutes — while on duty during a 2V'2-year period 
from 1989 to November 1991. 

Smith avoided trial by pleading no contest and 
being convicted in September 1992 on charges 
including oral copulation, kidnapping, sexual bat¬ 
tery and penetration with a foreign object. 

Sources said that Fleming allegedly tried to get 
^ne of the prostitutes to change her testimony 
igainst Smith following a preliminary examina¬ 
tion in April 1992 in which she testified. 

Fleming reportedly met with the prostitute in 
May and June of 1992 and tape-recorded the sec¬ 
ond conversation. Sources said the woman was 
intimidated by Fleming and said things she 
thought he would want to hear concerning possible 
uncertainty over Smith’s appearance to get rid of 
him. 

Fleming Eillegedly gave the tape recording to 
Smith’s attorney, who later turned it over to inves¬ 
tigators, sources said. 

The investigation of Fleming began after the 
woman told what had happened to her to other 
police officers she knew. 














WiTO 9S!<,rt Latinos 


By Daniel Vasquez 

STAFF WRITER 


J9M 


At least two 


it ^tklaniTpcllce of - 
ficers will be dlsclpllned'for mis¬ 
conduct stemming from an 
encounter with two Latino youths 
Nov. 1. Both youths were Injured. 

The ann ouncement lacked de¬ 
tails. It was made Wednesday 
during a special community 
meeting attended by Police Chief 
Joseph Samuels. Mayor Ellhu 
Harris and Latino leaders. 

“Several charges have been 


_jed and appropriate (mea- 

:s) have been Initiated against 
:e than one officer," said 
luels. He said releasing de- 
of the encounter could jeop- 
:e the case made by Internal 
s Investigators. One teen 
bruised: the other had 
»ken legs. 

-Owever, The Oakland 
lune has learned It has been 
immended that one of the offl- 
i be fired and the other 


Please see Probe, page 


ther 
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suspended. Further Info^ii^^n 
^as unavailable Wednesday. 
State law prohibits authorities 
from divulging specifics of such 
Investigations. 

The impact of the encoimter 
was obvious in &e ^er an , 
frustration displayed at thfl 
meeting, which was called b^ 
community leaders. 

"I really don’t know what t 
sav” said Marcos Sanchez, om 
of the youths Involved in the arl 
rest. “1 really wasn’t given an\ 
answers. It’s been two mon*s al 
ready, and I feel they could havl 
given more about what is hap 
oening.” he said after th 
Leetiiig. Sanchez said he P^s t| 
pursue a lawsuit agamst the pf 
Uce department. 

‘Tm happy that something 
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going to be done to these ofticers. 

: But they’re not the only ones out 
, there beating people. We need an 
end to this stuff,” he said. 

'■ The meeting was, in part, ^ 

It attempt to bridge hlstorlc^y 
i ^ wide gap between the Latinos ^d 
*'*' police, said community leader 
Rosalinda Palacios. 

“This incident has angered the 
, Latino community in this city, 

^ said Palacios. ”We have mob - 
" lized, and we’re demanding ac- 
I' tion and answers.” 

' Palacios, the director of La Ju- 
, ventud, a Fruitvale youth center 
that has been the site of severd 
meetings called in response to 
the violent confrontation, smd 
community leaders are calling or 
the creation of police t^k force 
that would be a monthly 
for residents to voice complamts 
about police conduct. 


face discipline 


The two Latino youths, then 
both 17, allege that poUce used 
Scessive force duringJheir ”- 
rests in the 4100 block of Foot¬ 
hill Boulevard. One youth 
contends that a patrol car hit him 
during the arrest. 

PoUce were reportedly in the 
last Oakland neighborhood that 
ilAt because residents had corn¬ 
iced of people drinking and 
jelUng drugs. 

The youth who says a poUce 
X hit him received broken leg? 
innri was briefly hospitalized. The 
^ther received bruises which he 
laims lasted three days after the 
rrest. He said a poUce baton In- 
icted the injuries. 

In the weeks since the arrest. 
)akland police Internal affairs of- 
icers have conducted an investi- 
fgation into the excessive-force 


legations. But the laws agatost 
ivulglng investigation details 
Bve left poUce and city admlnls- 
•ators in a quandary. 

I understand how the com- 
lunity feels.” Councilman Ig- 
icio De La Fuente said, alluding 
) residents’ complaints that the 
Lck of information about the oni- 
rs’ discipline contributes to 
asplcions about poUce conduct 
nd accoimtabillty. 

“We want the people to imder- 
:and what is going on. but we 
nust make sure our actions me 
lot overturned by the coui^ be- 
iause we didn't foUow (state) 
iw,” De La Fuente said. 

Gabe Cervantez. presld^t of 
le Latino Oakland Peace Officers 
Lssociation, said he beUeves *e 
lepartment has conducted a fair 
ivestigatlon and will serve jus- 







Investigation targets 
&W^accu^ 
of gunplay on bridge 

By Hairy Hams ^ ^ 

STAFF WRITER (^1 ^ ' 

OAKLAND — The California Midway PatrjjLJ^ 
conducting a criminal investigation of three (p^- 
lan ^ Tvr>| |rp nffi rers. two ofwhom are suspecteoof 
Br irig shots on the Bay Bridge while driving home 
after partying in San Francisco. 

The department's Internal Affairs Section will do 
Its o^n Investigation after the CHP probe is c om-, ^ 
pletedlio m^er tfiel)ii!cmne; ‘au'fB?#ttIeg“silrfF- 

Citing state law that protects the privacy of offi¬ 
cers. the names of the officers are not being re¬ 
leased. 

The other officer was driving the car. but is not 
believed to have Joined in the shooting. All of the of¬ 
ficers were off-duty. 
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CHP and police would not 
comment on the investigations, 
except to confirm they were being 
conducted. 

But sources said the alleged 
shooting happened about 12:30 
a.m. Thursday as the three offi¬ 
cers were returning from,a ni^t 
of partying in San Francisco. Two 
of the officers, including the car 
reportedly had been 
drinking heaviiy while the third 
was the “designated driver,” 
sources said. 

None of the officers has 
worked more than a few years in 
the department, sources said. 

Sources said two of the offi¬ 
cers fired several shots at the 
walls and celling of the Yerba 
Buena Island tunnel from inside 
the car. 


Apparently no other cars were 
hit and no people were injured. 

Another motorist saw the 
shooting and provided the Ucense 
plate of the car to both Oakland 
police and the CHP. Sources said 
the motorist could not give de¬ 
scriptions of the occupants and 
did not know they were police of¬ 
ficers. 

Using the license plate, Oak¬ 
land pohce were able to deter¬ 
mine the names of all the officers 

involverl. 

One source said the officers 
were chagrined and very apol¬ 
ogetic when confronted by com¬ 
mand staff a few hours later. 

Even if the officers are not 
charged criminally, they still face 
possible disciplinary action from 
the police department for vio¬ 
lating general rules of conduct 
and not being obedient to laws 
and regulations. 





Oakland officers face n 


THUfEB 24 1994 
■ The three officers allegedly 
involved in an off-duty shootin 
incident still face possible 
department disciplinary action 



Ety Harry Harris 

STAFF WRITER 


OAKLAND — No charges will 

filed against three ba^dand poltfe officers 
legedly involved in air ofPdufy shooting In 
dent on the Bay Bridge, authorities sa 
Wednesday. 

But the officers still face possible disclp 
nary action from the PoUce Departmert, 
which could range from suspensions to beiig 
fired. 

The California Highway Patrol said the Ssft 
Francisco District Attorney's Office decided 
there was insufficient evidence to prosecu p 
the officers. 

The CHP and Oakland police began their 
investigations after a motorist reported shoi r 
being fired about 12:30 a.m. Feb. 10 from ^ 
Toyota 4Runner heading toward Oakland oft 
Highway 101 near the Van Ness Avenue oii- 


ramp and again inside the Yerba Buena Is¬ 
land tunnel. Altogether, at least eight or nine 
shots were fired. 

CHP Lt. Charles McLaughlin said 
Wednesday their Investigation was hampered 
(because no motorists could actually identify 
■' toe officers as having fired any shots and the 
officers declined to talk to CHP investigators. 

Under state law, statements the officers 
gave poUce internal affairs investigators 
cannot be used against them in a criminal 
probe. Under departmental regulations, offi¬ 
cers are required to respond to Internal af¬ 
fairs questions. 

Plate number reported 

The motorist got the license plate number 
and turned it over to the CHP and Oakland 
police. The 4Runner turned out to be regis¬ 
tered to an Oakland police officer. Based on 
that Information. Investigators determined 
who was in the vehicle. 

The officers have never been publicly iden¬ 
tified and their attorney declined comment 
Wednesday. 

McLau^ln said the officers faced possible 


charges 

Sharges of firing a weapon from a vehicle. He 
laid one thin g that was clear "from the wit¬ 
less and the circumstances is that (the shots) 
irere not directed at anybody. 

“That does not excuse their conduct 
hough. They were still way out of line," 
VIcLaughlin said. 

Sources said the officers were off duty, re- 
■arning from nightclubbing in San Francisco, 
whe witness reported shots being fired out of 
jthe ri^t side of the vehicle. 

r icers' good records 

Sources have said all of the officers work 
the patrol division, none for more than a 
Hew years, and all have good records. They 
l(vere extremely chagrined and apologetic 
Fwhen confronted by command officers, 
Jsources said. 

I Police Sgt. Ralph Lacer confirmed the offl- 
iters gave statements to Internal Affairs Sec- 
f^on investigators but would not elaborate. He 

E under state law and court rulings, prl- 
ily a District Court of Appeals decision 
wn as Lybarger vs. City of Los Angeles, 
any statements officers may give in an in- 
iternal probe can’t be used against them in a 
rrimlnal investigation. 
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By Jonathan Schorr 

STAFF WRfTER 


PLEASANT0N^=‘6l^ges will be 
filed against tw6 Oakl^Jl polj^e-ef- 
ficers who aubgedly^brandished 
guns outside a nightclub here, fired 
at least four shots into the air and 

sped away 

Officer Christopher Emanuel * 
Delrosario, 33, unloaded an obsce¬ 
nity-laced string of threats, pointed 
a gun at a Livermore man and then 
put the barrel in his own mouth and 
slipped a magazine into the weapon, 
according to a statement made to 
police by the Livermore man, 
33-year-old Daniel Patterson. 

Delrosario is a five-year veteran 
of the Oakland Police Department. 

Also arrested was Peter Sama HI, 
25, who has been an Oakland of¬ 
ficer for just over two years. Sama 
is the son of Peter Sama, chief of 
East Bay Regional Park police. 

Both Sama, a Concord resident, 
and Debosaria, - 

charged with brandishing a firearm, 


a misdemeanor. 

Police said Delrosario had a 
blood alcohol level of .16, twice the 
legal lunit for operating a vehicle. 
He also will be charged with 
drunken driving, said Assistant Dis¬ 
trict Attorney John Bell. 

Delrosario had been booked on 


suspicion of discharging a firearm 
within city limits. Those charges 
were not pursued, however, because 
it could not be proved tliat he was 
the one who had fired the gun. Bell 


said. 

Both officers were cited and re¬ 
leased, and reported to work 
Monday. — 

Lt. Fred Sanchez of the Oakland 
police internal affairs division said, 
however, that penalties as stiff as 
dismissal could result if the charges 
against the two officers are found to 
be tme. 

After receiving a report of shots 
fired and a description of the car, 
Pleasanton police said they followed 
Delrosario’s car. They said they 
watched him lock up his brakes on 
an Interstate 580 on-ramp and then 
weave through traffic at speeds up 
to 90 mph. Officers recovered four 
spent bullet casings from an area 
near the Sunshine Saloon, 1807 
Santa Rita Road, where the incident 
took place. / 

Pleasanton officers evenniaUy 
pulled over the Mercury Cann on I- 
580 at Foothill Road, drfw their 
guns, and ordered Delrosario and 
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inv61\1ng an acquaintanc oFhis. 

During the incident Patterson fcsaid, Delrosario 
pointed the gun at hiin/and then laughed as he put the 
barrel in his own mOlltf and loaded it. He said the pas- 
sengei ; later identified fs Sarna, also pulled out a gun, 
waved it menacingly aid said, “Yeah, we’ve got our 
guiLs and you can’t (expf 'iive) with us!’’ 

The elder Sama waasupportive of his son, but con¬ 
ceded he had made a inltiike. 

“He’s an outstandi* police officer,’’ he said. “This 
is an isolated incidental which he probably exercised 
poor judgment. Thank Mid nobody was hurt.’’ 



